Trump to lift US sanctions
on Syria in big policy shift

Likely To Meet Syrian Prez Ahmed al-Sharaa, A Former ~ US agrees t°_5f-'"
Al-Qaida Commander, Who Was Tn4$ Jail For 5 Years ~ Saudi $142 billion
Riyadh/Damascus:  Presi- , P, I——" y arms paCkﬂge

dent Donald Trumpsaid on Tu-
esday he would order the lif-
ting of sanctions on Syria at
the behest of Saudi Arabia’s
crown prince, a major US poli-
cy shift ahead of an expected
meeting with Syria’s interim
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he US agreed on Tuesday to
Tsell saudi Arabiaanarms
package worth nearly $142
billion, according toawhite
Housefact sheetthat calledit
“the largest defence

President Ahmed al-Sharaa. i nts

; cooperationagreeme

Trump is set to say hello to Waerington has ever done.
Sharaaon Wednesday in Saudi Theagreement, signed during

Arabia, a White House official
said, setting up an encounter
between the president and the
former al-Qaida commander
who took power after Bashar
al-Assad was toppled. Two Sy-
rian presidential sources told
Reuters that they would meet

......

US President Trump's v.isit to
Riyadh, coversdeals with

more than adozen US defence
companies in areas, including
airand missile defence, air
force and space advancement,
maritime security and
communications, the fact
sheetsaid. “The package

on Wednesday morning.

| “Twill be ordering the cessa- signed today isa clear dem-
tion of sanctions against Syria onstration of our commitment
inorder togive them achanceat P B to strengthening our partne-

greatness,” Trump told an in-

vestment forum in Rivadh, at
the start of a tour of Gulf Arab
states. “It's their time to shine.

Trump is greeted by Mohammed bin Salman in Riyadh on Tuesda

Red carpet welcome? Saudi Arabia

rship,” the factsheet said.
Saudiisthe largest
customer for US arms. reuters

We're taking them all off,” Trum
Trump said, “Good luck Syria, - rolls out a lavender one for US prez won’tp ‘:;‘:5 Iran
show us some - g
al.” Trump said h% harg n;’:cde No.don‘tcallitpurple.WhenPr&ddentﬂumpdisembarkedfrom g WeaDOII
the decision after discussions Air Force One in Saudi Arabiaon Tuesday, hestepped onto the Us President Donald Trump-
with Saudi Crown Prince Mo- richlavender-coloured carpetunfuriedbefore him, justone feature called Iranthe “most dest-
hammed bin Salman and Tur- = ofthe lavish welcome extended to the visiting Americanpresident  ructive force” in West Asia,
kish President TayyipErdogan, —onthe firstday of his Gulf tour, Along withafighter-jetescortinthe  blaming Tehran for instability
whose govts have both strongly airandndersonmabianhorsesonmegmynd.melavendercqmet across the regionand warning
urged the lifting of sanctions. isone of the distinctive andsymbolic Saudi protocols for greeting the US will neverallow it to
surprise high-profile dignitaries. Saudi Arabia swapped red carpets for obtaina nuclear weapon.
despit avender ' royal family sought todefineitsown  Offering what he described as
ite identity, accordingtoareportby  botha finalwarninganda
published at the time. “Lavenderin potential opening for
: atedwith blossoming wildflo-  diplomacy, Trump saidiran has
mﬂom's:gesertiandscapes inthespringand  achoice between continuing its
erosity,” thereportsaid. nvr "cmh:osandtenor"or
= embracing a path toward
official $10millionbountyonSharaa’s  peace. The US president said he
head in Dec. The UN, which  was willingto strikea new deal
fm” ""ﬁﬁ.‘;”a“&“ s?}“ﬁtﬁgfg M?;?elﬂamicﬂepubﬂcbut
. lift san only ifits leaders changed
the move. REUTERS °°}'."5'- G :
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Retail inflation eases to
- lowest since July 2019

At 3.2% In April, It’s Below RBI's

3rd Mth | Triggers Hope

Times News Nerwork

: New Delhi: Retail inflation
: eased to a 69-month low in
: April due to sustained mode-
: ration in food prices, trigge-
: ring hopes that the Reserve
: Bank of India (RBI) will per-
i sist with its interest rate-cut-
: tingcyclefor now.
: Data released by the Natio-
i nal Statistics Office (NSO) on
! Tuesday showed retail infla-
i tion, as measured by the con-
: sumer price index (CPI), slo-
wed to 3.2% in April — lowest
- since July 2019 —from 3.3% in
March. Rural inflation was at
2.9%, while urban inflation
was higher at 3.4%. This is the
tmr'd month in a row that the
‘inflation rate has been

¥
ore Rate Cuts
PRICES MODERATE
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id Aditi Nayar, chief econo-
mist at ratings agency ICRA.
“A 25 basis points (bps) rate
cut appears forthcoming in
the June 2025 policy, followed
by easing of 25 bps each in the
Aug and Oct 2025 policy revi-
ews. If GDP growth print for
Q4 FY2025 does not report an

% acceleration from the 6.2% se-
en for Q3, the MPC may consi-

der front-loading the rate ea-
sing, with a 50 bps cut in the

X wcmnmsreview,” said Nayar.




the international community
by spelling it out to foreign de-
fence and military attaches of
70 nations. Defence Intelligen-
ce Agency director general Lt
Gen D S Rana briefed the atta-
ches on Operation Sindoor.

- India did not invite Chi-
'ﬂa’s defence attache for the_ 2

its relations with Pa 1stan 10

Paklstan m111tary sa1d Tues-

day that 11 soldiers and 40

civilians were killed and 199

injured in last week’s Indian

strikes. Seven women and 15
- children were among the de-
ad. Pak army’s media armre-
leased the names and plctures_'_ |
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- Days before fre sh trade
talks India initi

ster Pi
Washingtdn_fef a fresh ro-
und of talks on the proposed

bilateral trade agreement,
govt has for the first time
threatened to actagainst the
US after a barrage of atta cks

5 decision to Initis:
testeps at WTO forapossible
“retaliatory action” agamst

25% tariffs on steel and alu- . L

minum product import
me on the same da
Trump’s claim that I.n 1a
Pakistan ceasefire became
possible after he suggested
the US will stop trade. Govt
sources have denied any.
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NOT 1ST SUCH ACTION

» Not the 1st time India has
moved WTO on US duties.
Similar action was taken
during Trump’s 1st term,
when he had slapped 25%
duty on some steel products

> On Monday,.lapnas e
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to hold B'I'Atdb wnth us 9(,,,-‘:“‘
ofﬁcnals from May 17to 2

Ofﬁimals argued that govt '
was a]readyplanmng toiniti- :

Y ate safeguard action against
_theUS at the WTO which had

to be done by April12, the sti-
“pulated period. TNN
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: ﬁs Exam, Up
m 88% in'24 :

- Meghna.Dhulia
~ @timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Central Bo-
ard of Secondary Education
announced the results for the
Class 12 exams on Tuesday, re-
vealing a success rate of
88.4%, a slight improvement

from last year’s 88%. This ye-
ar, 24,867 studentsachievedan

te score of over 95%.
Girls outperformed boysonce
again, securing a pass percen-

tage of 91.6% compared to

85.7% for boys.

There was an increase in
the candidate pool, rising
fmmlﬁ.21akhm2024t0169

in 2025. However, the
number of students scoring
above 90% dlpped slightly by
4,601, settling at 11 lakh,

whj,c.h constitutss 66% of
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but 90 percenters dip

Stud
ents: onc AGAHE i IRLS HAVEMORE REASONS 0 SHIL

2 h i @l > In Lakshadweep, 1

of girls cleared the e
followed by 99.8% in T'¢

TOP REGIONS

Pass perc
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Delhi
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AMITY

_ chartswitha99.6% passrate.

-UNIVERSITY AMITY WITH 90%+
| ~ | INXNBOARDS
5 BISCOVER MERIT SCHOI.ARSHIPS AT www.amityedujscholarﬂnps :
24068 in 2024 024,867 2025 Glight improvement in Class 10 resu|ts

In contrast, the number of
students scoring above 90%
saw a slight decline, dropping
from nearly 1.2 lakh in 2024 to
11 lakh in 2025. Top-perfor-
mingregionsoverallincluded
Vijayawada, which topped the

BSE'’s Class 10 results too showed a marginal improvem
_of 0.06% inthe passrate which wasrecorded at93.66%,
94.8% of girlscleared the exam asopposed t092.6% of boys.I
hi, where nearly 3.3 lakh students appeared for the exams, 1
ged a successrate of 95.1%. The performance of foreign sche
aﬂﬁhated with CBSE saw.a marginal dip. Overall, 8.4% of
candidates who had appeared scored above 90%, with 1.9%
ting above 95%. Institution-wise, Jawahar Navodaya Vidya
as topped the charts with asuccessrate of 99.5%.
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