0il prices surge, ma
e on lran

HONG KONG, June 13 (AP)

OIL prices surged and Asian shares
were lower on Friday after lsr

targets in an attack™
risk of all-out war belween them.

US benchmark crude oil rose by
USD 3.93, or 5.8 per cent, to USD
71.97 per barrel. Brent crude, the
international standard, increased by
USD 3.82 to USD 73.18 per barrel.

Inshare trading, Tokyo's Nikkei225
fell 0.9 per cent to 37,834.25 while
the Kospiin Seoul edged 0.9 per cent
lower to 2,894.62.

Hong Kong's Hang Seng retreated
0.9 per cent to 23,831.48 and the
Shanghai Composite Index lost 0.7
per cent to 3,378.76.

Australia’s S&P/ASX 200 drifted 0.2
per cent lower to 8,547 .40.

“An Israeli attack on Iran poses a
top ten of our global risk, but Asian
markets are expected to recover

quickly as they have relatively limit-
edexposureto theconflict and grow-
ing ties to unaffected Saudi Arabia
and theUAE,” said Xu Tiachen of The
Economist Intelligence. OnThursday,
US stock indexes ticked higher fol-
lowing another encouraging update
on inflation across the country. The
S&P500rose 0.4percent106,045.26.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average
added 0.2 per cent 1042,967.62, and
the Nasdaq compositegained 0.2 per
cent to 19,662.48.

Oracle jumped 13.3 per cent after

S retreat

reporting stronger profit and rev-
enue for the latest quarter than ana-
lysts expected.

That helped markets offset a 4.8
per cent loss for Boeing after an Air
India plane crashed Thursday, killing
more than240people. It was the first
crash of a Boeing 787 Dreamliner,
and the cause wasn't immediately
known.

Stocks broadly gotsome help from
easing Treasury yields in the bond
market following the latest update
on inflation. Thursday’s update said
inflation at the wholesale level was-
n't as bad last month as economists
expected, and it followed a reporton
Wednesday saying something simi-
lar about the inflation that US con-
sumers are feeling.

Wall Street took it as a signal that
the Federal Reserve will have more
leeway to cut interest rates later this
year in order to give the economy a
boost.




India, China agree to-speed

resuming dire

NEW DELHI, June 13 (PTI)

FOREIGN SecretaryVikram Misri
held talks with Biinese
Foreign Minister Sun Weidong
during which the two sides
reviewed the developments in
India-China bilateral relations
and agreed to continue to “sta-
bilise and rebuild ties” with pri-
ority on people-centric engage-
ments, the MEA said on Friday.
The meeting took place on
Thursday and the two sides also
agreedtoexpeditestepsinvolved
in resuming direct air services
between the two countries.
Misri had held talks with Sun
earlier on January 27 in Beijing.
Sun is on a visit to India from
June 12-13, the Ministry of
External Affairs said in a
statement. During the meeting
on Thursday, “the two sides
reviewed the developments in
India-China bilateral relations
since theirlast meeting in Beijing

Al services

|

on January 27, 2025 and agreed
to continue to stabilise and
rebuild ties with priority on peo-
ple-centric engagements”, the
MEA said.

The foreign secretary appre-
ciated the Chinese side’s coop-
erationfortheresumptionofthe
Kailash Manasarovar Yatra this
year. He noted the discussion in
the April meeting of the Expert
Level Mechanism for coopera-

tion in trans-border rivers for
resumption of provision of
hydrological data and other
cooperation, and hoped for
progresson them, the MEAsaid.
“Thetwosidesagreed toexpe-
dite steps involved in resuming
direct air services between the
two countries. Foreign Secretary
hoped for the early conclusion
of an updated Air Services
Agreement,” it said.




HAIKOU, June 13 (IANS)

TENS of thou of people have been evacuated to safetyin
south China’s Hainan Province as Typhoon Wutip, the first
typhoon of the year, approach-
es near. As of 8 p.m. Thursday,
the province had evacuated a
totalof16,561 peoplefromcon-
structionsites, low-lying flood-
prone areas, and regions at risk
offlashfloods. Allthe province’s
30,721 fishing vessels had either
returned to ports or taken shel-
ter elsewhere with over 40, 000 people working on the vessels
having been evacuated ashore. As Typhoon Wutip continued
tostrengthen, the provincial meteorological service maintained
a Level III typhoon alert as of 11 a.m. Friday.




Arah nations condemii Israeli attack on Iran

RIYADH, June 13 (IANS)

SEVERAL Arab countries on
Friday issued strong condem-
nation of Israel’s attack on Iran
early on Friday, which has sig-
nificantly escalated tensions in
the region and raised th
tre of abroader conflictbetween
the long-standing rivals.

“The Kingdom of SaudiArabia
expresses its strong condemna-
tionand denunciation ofthe bla-
tant Israeli aggressions against
thebrothery Islamic Republic of
Iran, which undermine its sov-
ereignty and security and con-
stitute a clear violation of inter-
national laws and norms, While
the Kingdom condemns these
heinous attacks, it affirms that
the international community
and the Security Council bear a
great responsibility to immedi-
ately halt this aggression,” read
a statement issued by the Saudi
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The attacks come amid

Firefighters and people clean up the scene of an explosion at a

residence compound after |sraeli attacks in Tehran.

(AP/PTI)

mounting concerns over Tehran’s
nuclear programme and its per-
ceived threat to Israeli national
security.

Inatelevisedstatement, Israeli

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu confirmed that Israel
hadinitiateda"targeted military
operation toroll back the Iranian
threat to Israel’s very survival.”

Modi stresses early restoration of peace
and stability in call with Netanyahu

NEW DELHI, June 13 (PTI)

ISRAEL]  Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu calledup
Prime Minister NarendraModi
Friday to brief on the evolving
situation in west Asia as the
Indian leader emphasized the
need for early restoration of
peace and stability.

“Received a phone call from
PM @netanyahu of lsrael. He
briefed me on the evolving sit-
uation. 1 shared India’s con-
cerns andemphasised the need
for early restoration of peace
and stability in the region,”
Modi said on X.
NETANYAHU SPEAKS TO
OTHERWORLD LEADERS: IN
A diplomatic push to garner
international support for

Israel’s attacks against Iran,
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu spoke to his
Indian counterpart Narendra
Modi, amongmany other world

leaders, his office said
on Friday.
Beginning  last  night,

Netanyahu hasheld conversa-
tons with world leaders,
including German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz, Indian Prime
Minister Modi and French
President Emmanuel Macron,
the Prime Minister's Office said
in a brief statement

He is due to speak with US
President Donald Trump,
Russian President Viadimir
Putin and British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer, it added
on Friday.




London-bound Al
Dreamliner
crashes into
Ahmedabad
residential
locality minutes
after takeoff

There were 12
crew members,
169 Indians, 53
British, one
Ganadian and 7
Portuguese
nationals
onboard

One survivor
Vishwash Kumar

Ramesh, who
was seated on
T1A, found

awsursriassransend

DNA tests will be
carried out to
ascertain the
identities

Unofficial
reports said up
to 25 people in
the medical
complex could
also have died
Tata Group to
give Rs 1crore
to kin of dead

Rescue operation underway after an Air India plane crashed
near Ahmedabad airport on Thursday. (PTI)

HE worst avia

disasterin India

left the country

numband shocked.

Though  wefficial
casualty count is vet o be
released by theauthorities, the
number of dead in the horrif-
ic crash  of Ahmednbad-
London Air India Dreamliner
isset o beover 200, A few lucky
survivor might still come out
[rom the wreckage shie, the
hostel housing students of
medicine, as rescueellorisare
still on at the residential area
olAhmedabad. While the dead
are being moumed and
prayers are going out for the
bereaved families and those
Injured in the plane crash, a
strong suspicion ofa sabotage

Over200 feared deadin Alniane cras

Accident or sabotage?

15 lurking in the mind.
Investigation by the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau
[AALH), an attached office of
the Ministry of Civil Aviation
(MoCA), will bring out the
details of what went wrong
with the Dreamiiner to crash
within minutes of take-ofl,
However, there are reasons
enough o suspect #n inten-
tonil destruction caused 1o the
AirIndia light. Aviationexperts
are already flagging many
points that remain inexplica -
ble; including the sudden fail-
ure of both engines within o

minute ol tike-oll Forawide-
body aicraft  like  the
Dreamliner, possibility of a
double engine fflure is next
lonone as per experis,Videos
comingoutin mediaalsoshow
tharthe engines were whirring
when the plune suddenly lost
altitude within a few seconds.

There is definitely something

thardoes notmeet theeyeand
i thorough investigation
involving top security agen-
cies must be conducted to find
oud the rool couse.

An international flight cov-
ering a long distance starts

boarding only after getting
clearance from maintenance
andengineering departments.
The process thes over three
hours befere the clearance is
handedover (o the pilots. fthe
Mightto London tookoffat the
right time, then the clearance
process miist have been com-
pleted as per set norms.
Whether manipulation was
effectedinthis processbyanti-
India forces has 1o be probed
in the right earnest. For, the
crash has come right after a
highly-successiul Operation
Sindoorwhichdismamled ter-

ror infrasructure in Pakistan.

Another big reason for the
possibilityofasabotage, which
simply cannot be taken light-
Iy, is the thweats duled out by

pro-Khalistani  extremist
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun (o
Ajr India lights last October.
The Sikhs for Justice (SF])
founderhad threatenedinter-
national passengers against
boarding Air India fights A
seresol threatmalls walrports
actoss India soon fllowed,
Though all those turned out
10 be hoay mails, there is now
a solid and valid reason o
revisit those threats, their pat-
tern, and a possible connec-
tonwith theAl-171 crash near
Ahmedabad airport,

— Editor

Former Guj CM
Vijay Rupani
among dead

MEDABAD, Jime

12{PTh

FORMER Gujarat Chief
MinisterV Rupani died
on Thursda roan Alr
Inelia aireraft carrying him
and 241 others crashed
near Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel International Alrport
airpert in Ahmedabad in
the afternoon, Union min-
isterCRE

"This
dent My heart goes out to
the vietims and their fam-
ave lost two-time
former Chlef MinisterVijoy
Hupiniin the crash, which
is very sad newsfor the B|P
family,” Paatil, the Union Jal
Shaktl Minister and chiel
oftheparty'sStateunit, inld
rEpOrters.

Rupani, 68, was CM for
twor lerms from Aug
201610 5eptember 11
alter winning the Gujarat
Legislative Assembly elec-
tiomsirom Ra kol Wesi seal.
He was presently the B]'s
in charge for Punjab.

Rupani was a student
lender who led many agi-
tations. During his college
years, he worked as an
activist of Akhil Bha
Vidyarthi Parishad. Ir
Rupani faced imprison-
men: for one vear in

very sad inel

Bhavnagar  jail  while
protesting  against the
Emergency. Rupani

entered public service in
1987 as u corpomtor He
wias a4 member of RS
between 2006 and 2012,




