---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sidhartha@timesofindia.co

New Delhi: The US-China tra-
de deal has increased the hea-
dache for Indian negotiators,
who are once again headed to
Washington DC to discuss the
proposed bilateral trade deal.
While signalling move-
ment towards a deal between
the world’s two largest trading
nations, the 90-day truce, which
will see them slash tariffs by 115
percentage points, opens the
door for the flow of goods from
China. As aresult, some of the
interest in Indian products is
bound to come down as supply
lines will reopen for 90 days,
apart from some front-loading
of consignments in case the
pause isnotextended.

India will, however, retain
an edge over some others in
the region, lncluding Wﬂt' o9
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ndia proposes retaliatory duties against

US over steel, aluminium tariffs

New Delhi: India on Monday proposed to impose retaliatory duties
under the WTO norms against the US over American tariffs on steel
and aluminium in the name of safeguard measures. “The safeguard
measures would affect $7.6 billion imports into the US of the
relevant products originating in India, on which the duty collection

~would be $1.9 billion,” a WTO communication said. acencies

nam, which faces higher “re-
ciprocaltariffs”. But therush

‘to quickly recalibrate, if not

relocate, some production
out of China will slow down. .

- The announcement also

mounts pressure on New Del-
hitosealadealasearly aspos-
sible given that the 90-day
pauseonreciprocal tariffs for

| 'countries, other than China,
~ isdue to end on July 9. Alrea-
" :‘dy'theUKhhs agreed to the
ter%m of_a deal with the US,
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and others such as South Ko-
rea and Israel, along with se-
veral others, are in talks.
Indian govt officials are
hoping for an “early deal” but
would obviously want New

‘Delhi’s interests to be taken

on board amid enormous
pressure from the Trump ad-
ministration to push ahead
with its demands, be it lowe-

ring tariffs on automobiles,
~whiskey, or farm products, a
-keyaskfrom the USside.
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. Bangladesh bans Awami Leagu€

“under revised anti-terrorisp 1%

Issues A Gazette
Notification
Banning All

Party Activities

Ahsan Tasnim | TnN

Dhaka: Bangladesh’s interim
govt took the unprecedented
step of issuing a gazette notifi-
cation banningall activities of
Awami League — the count-
ry’s oldest political party —
and its affiliated outfits, in a
move critics say reflects a dee-
pening political crisis followi-
ng the ouster of longtime PM
Sheikh Hasina. The ban, enfo-
rced under a hastily amended
Anti-Terrorism Act, marks a
dramaticescalation in the Mu-
huammad Yunus-led govt’s ef-
forts to reshape the post-Hasi-
na political landscape.

The home ministry invo-
ked Section 18 of the new Act
to impose the ban, citing “rea-
sonable grounds” that the par-

ty and its affiliates were invol-
ved in terrorism.

The revised law permits
govt to

declal.'e any ‘entity’ —

|

exist. public
til  med Shahabuddin promulga
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Ban marks an escalation

{2

[ " .
! [,
L /!
K / il 1
& A
\ : } / |
!

in govt bid to reshape post-Hasina political landscape
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ICT investigators file 1st report against ex-PM
he investigationagency of International Crimes Tribunal (ICT)
onMonday submitted its first report against deposed PM

Sheikh Hasina, accusing her of crimes against humanity during

last year's July mass uprising, reports Ahsan Tasnim. Former home

minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal and ex-IGP Chowdhury Abdul-
lah Al-Mamun were also named in the report. The investigators ha-
nded over the reportand supporting documents to chief prosecu-
tor Mohammad Tajul Islam. Hasina faces two additional cases at
the tribunal — one involving enforced disappearances and murd-
ers during her 15 years in office, and another for killings duringa

Hefazat-e-Islam rally at Shapla Square in Motijheelin May 2013.

M

protests, which led to the ous-
ting of Hasina on Aug 5, en-
ding her16-year rule.

On Saturday, the interim
govt announced the prohibi-
tion of all Awami League acti-
vities, including online enga-
gement, press statements, and
gatherings. The follo-

wingnight, President Moham-

has rejected ﬂngforthegazette.”

llllllll

govt’s decision and vowed to
continue its political activities
“in an appropriate manner”.
The ban will be there until
ICT completes the trial of the
party and its leaders.
Meanwhile, Gono Odhikar
Parishad, a political party, has
urged Election Commission to
cancel the registration of Aw-
ami League and other mem-

ver, the CEC, . ‘
din, said, “Let the official noti-

fication comefirst. Wearewai-
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Trump says many tariffs he imposed
to stay, expects to talk to Xi this wk

p Continued from P1

~xplaining that many of
the tariffs that he impo-

sed remain in place,
Trump said talks would be foc-
used in part on “opening up”
China to American business-
es. He said he expected to talk
to President Xi Jinping later
this week, but putting a full de-
al on paper would take a while.

The outcome of the frenzi-

ed weekend of negotia-
tions in Switzerland
brought tariff rates clo-
se to where they were ¥*
before Trump ratche- | %
ted them higher on
April 2, which he billed

alsmetover the weekend. “The

or revoke countermeasures
adopted in retaliation for esca-
lating tariffs. In early April,
the Chinese govt had ordered
restrictions on the export of
rare earth metals and mag-
nets, critical components used

many industries, including

automakers, aerospace
manufacturers and se-

Bessent said the
two countries may also
discuss purchase agre-
ements of American

as “Liberation Day”. - goods by Chinese govt.
However, the talks did not ap- Theagreemmtbmaksan
pear to yield any meaningful lmmsse had brought

mmlombeymdanagree-

h_etwaenChina
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el inflation and create pro-
duct shortages, potentially tip-
ping US into a recession. “We
came with a list of problems :

‘we were trying to solve, and [ :

think we did a good job on :
that,” Bessent said. :

Global markets jumped on :
the announcement. The two :
countries said the ongoing ne- :
gotiations will involve Bes- :
sent; Jamieson Greer, the US :
trade representative; and He :
Lifeng, China’s vice-premier :
for economic policy, who led :
the talks for the Chinese. :

Global markets jumped on :
the announcement. Bessent :
said the Chinese “understood :
themagnitude” of thefentanyl :
crisis in US and that thereisa :
“positive path forward”. Greer :
said the talks were undersco- :
red by “mutual understanding :
andmutualrespect”,butnoted :
China was the only countryto :
retaliate after Trump imposed

~ reciprocal tariffs on dozens of

countrieslast month. nvr
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Hints At Going To
Turkiye On Thurs;

Zelensky Calls
It ‘Right Idea’

Washington: President Do-

nald Trump on Monday raised

Turkive on Thursday

Trump will be visiting Sau-
di Arabia, the UAE and Qatar
Hesaid, 1 think youmay havea
good resultoutof the Thursday
meeting in Turkiye between
Russia and Ukraine. [ was thin-
king about flying over. I don't
know where I'm going to be on
Thursday I've got somany mee-
tings, but I was thinking about
actually flying over there, The-
re'sa possibility of it, I guess, if
I think things can happen, but
we've got to get itdone,” he told

will not “evade the meeting”.
“Allof us in Ukraine would app-
reciate it if President Trump
could be there with us at this
meeting in Turkive. This is the
rightidea. Wecan 7
Zelensky said on X. He added
that Turkiye’s President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan “can indeed
host highest-level meeting”.

Russia, meanwhile, laun- Jected an unconditional 30-day
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s 7w istoric tour of
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West sia that will mix diplomacy on Gaza and Iran with huge business déa/s

EU wams Russia of fresh sanctions if it rejects

Eumpennleaderssmpped up pressure on Russia toacceptan unc-
onditional ceasefire in Ukraine, threatening toimmediately imp:
osea newround of punishing sanctionsiif the Kremlin did not change
its stance by the end of Monday. “The clock is ticking — we still have
12 hours until the end of this day,” the German govt spokesperson,
Stefan Kornelius, said ata news conference. On Monday, the Kremlin
spokesperson brushed off the threat. “The language of ultimatums
isunacceptable — you cannot talk to Russia like this,” the spokes-
person, Dmitry Peskov, told Russian news agencies. Russian

Putin President Putin has so far rejected an unconditional 30-day truce.

French President Macron said, “Either Russia — Putin — is serious
and wants peace, or it's not serious and we have to impose even
more sanctions.” Britain's foreign secretary, David Lammy, told
repgrtersin London that it was time for Russia to stop stalling. svr
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4pId people reject
s Irump on Qatar jet

l)res!dem Trump angrily turned :

en the Qatari plane i ;
S ot e, 0 Oy
millon luxury jetfrom Qatar to mg-mnnemmgé

could say ‘No, no, no, don't give
ntuality, one signed off on by us. | want to payyouabillionor
the White House counsel and  $400 million, or whatever it is’
attorney general, Pam Bondi. Or I could say, “Thank you very

Trump has repeatedly com- much.” He then invoked a golf
plained of delaysand costover- analogy about accepting a free
runs in a contract with Boeing puttduringaround, suggesting
for two new presidential jets. that following rules when one

‘ButonMonday Trumpsaidwh-  doesn’t have to is foolish. nyr

chedmorethan100Shahedand ceasefire in the more than
decoy drones at Ukraine in three-year war, but reiterated
nighttime attacks, the Ukrai- that it would take part in pos-
nian air force said Monday, af  sible peace talks later this we-
ter the Kremlin effectively re- ek without preconditions. The-
re was nodirect response from

the Kremlin, meanwhile,toZe- might travel to Istanbul from
Jensky's challenge for Putin to  the Russian side. “Overall, we-
meet him for face-to-face peace re determined to seriously lo-
talks in Turkiye on Thursday. ok for ways to achieve a long-
Peskov refused to say who isall,” Peskovsaid. reuters



