India gifts 15 EVs to

KATHMANDU, May 11 (ANI)

ASAsignificant gestyp€offriendshipandgoodwill, Ambassador
of India to Ne aveen Srivastava, handed over 15 electric
vehicles to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, GovernmentofNepal,
Arzu Rana Deuba.

As per the Indian Embassy in Kathmandu, it is “a gift of India
for logistical support to the Government of Nepal for facilitat-
ing the effective organisationof the first edition ofthe‘Sagarmatha
Sambaad’ in Kathmandu on 16-18 May 2025 on the theme of
‘Climate Change, Mountains and the Future of Humanity'”

These vehicles are being handed over at the request of the
Government of Nepal and would prove to be useful in further
augmenting the logistical arrangements for conducting the
Sambaad.

Speaking at the handover ceremony, the Ambassador noted
that thesevehicleswouldhelp facilitate the movement of guests
and officials during the Sambaad. He recalled similar logisti-
cal support extended by the Government of India to the law
enforcement agencies and the Election Commission of Nepal
for the conduct of federal and provincial elections in 2022.
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UNITED Nations eneral
Assembly President Philemon
Yang has said the cease-fire
agreement between India and
Pakistan reflects their commit-
ment to regional peace.
Welcoming the ceasefire, he
said on Saturday, “It is a mean-
ingful step towards de-escala-
tion reflecting the commitment
ofbothnationstoregional peace
and stability.”
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterresseesthe ceasefire agree-
ment betweenIndiaand Pakistan

Philemon Yang

as a “positive step” towards eas-
ing tensions and hopes it will
contribute to “lasting peace,”
according to his Spokesperson

S India, Pakistan
al peace: llNGA President

Stephane Dujarric.

India and Pakistan reached a
cease-fire  agreement on
Saturday. However, hours after
the agreement, Pakistan violat-
ed the ceasefire. Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri said that
the Indian Armed Forces have
been responding adequately to
the ceasefire violations.

Speaking at a press briefing,
Misri said the Government has
taken a serious note of the
Pakistani actions. “This is a
breach of understanding. The
armyis monitoringthesituation
closely,” he said.
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After Trump Nudge, Zelensky Sa Reday For Meet In Istanbul On May 15

Kyiv: Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky said he wo-

uld agree to meet Russian Pre-
sident Vladimir Putin in Tur-
kiye on Thursday after US Pre-
sident Donald Trump told him
to immediately accept Putin’s
proposalof direct talks.
Zelensky had responded
guardedly earlier on Sunday
after Putin, in a night-time te-
levised statement that coinci-
ded with prime time in the US,
proposed that Ukraine and
Russia hold direct talks in Is-
tanbul next Thursday, May 15.
It was not clear that Putin
had proposed to attend in per-
son, however. “I will be wai-
ting for Putin in Turkiye on
Thursday. Personally. I hope
that this time the Russians
will not look for excuses,” Ze-
lensky wroteon X.
Earlier on Sunday, Zelens-
ky had welcomed Russia’s of-
ferfordirect peacetalks, but in-
sisted there must be a full, tem-
porary ceasefire in place befo-
re negotiations can start,
Zelensky, writing on X, had sa-
id “the very first step in truly
ending any war is a ceasefire,
We expect Russia to confirm a
ceasefire—full lasting andre-
liable —starting May 12th, and
Ukraine is ready tomeet.”
Putin's proposal had come
hours after major European
powers demanded on Satur-
day in Kyiv that Putin agree to
an unconditional 30-day cease-
fire or face “massive” new
sanctions, a position that
Trump’s Ukraine envoy Keith
Kellogg endorsed on Sunday,
Zelensky too had said Ukraine
would be ready for talks with
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British PM Starmer, French President Macron, Polish PM Tusk and German

Chancellor Merz huddle with President Zelensky in Kyiv on Saturday
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Putin and Erdogan discuss talks on call

ussian President Vladimir Putin and his Turkish counterpart
Tayyip Erdogan spoke by phone on Sunday, the Kremlin said,
where they discussed Putin's proposal to hold Russia-Ukraine
peace talks in Istanbul on May 15. The Kremlin said Erdogan told
Putin he “fully supported” the proposal and was ready to host the
talks. Erdogan also told Putin a comprehensive ceasefire would
create the necessary environment for peace talks, a readout
from Erdogan’s office said. reuters
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Truth Social,
willbeabletod
her or not a

Russia, but only after Moscow ders, and the US, will know
agreed tothe30-day ceasefire.  where everything stands, and
But Trump, who hasthepo- can proceed accordingly!”
wer to continue or sever Was-
hington’s crucial supply of
arms to Ukraine, took a diffe-
rent line. “President Putin of
Russia doesn’t want to have a
Cease Fire Agreement with
Ukraine, but rather wants to
meet on Thursday, in Turkey,

possible end to
the BLOODBA' Jkraine
should agree to this, IMMEDI-

On Saturday, French Pre-
sident Emmanuel Macron,
British PM Keir Starmer,
German Chancellor Fried-
rich Merz and Polish PM Do-
nald Tusk met with Zelensky
inKyivandissueda coordina-
ted call for the truce starting

- Monday. The plan has recei-
- ved backing from both the EU
AMEDI- and Trump, In a social media
ATELY," Trump wrote on  postseveralhoursafter Putin's
“At least they overnight remarks about pea-
etermine whet- ce talks, Trump said it was “a
deal is possible, potentially great day for Rus-
and if it is not, European lea- siaand Ukraine!”

Macron said Sunday that

Putin’s offer of direct negotia- :

tions with Ukraine is “a first :
step, but not enough,” signal- :
ling continued Western skepti- :
cism toward Moscow’s inten- :
tions. “Anunconditional cease- :
fire is not preceded by negotia- :
tions,” Macron told reporters :

at the Polish-Ukrainian bor- :
der, according to French me-
dia. Macron alse warned that :
Putinis “looking fora wayout, :

but he still wants to buy time.”
Putin sent Russia’s armed
forces into Ukraine in Feb
2022, unleashing a conflict that
has killed hundreds of thou-
sands of soldiers and frigge-
red the gravest confrontation
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between Russia and the West
since the 1962 Cuban Missile

Crisis. With Russian forces
grindingforward, the Kremlin
chief has offered few; if any

concessionssofar.

In his overnight address,
he proposed what he said wo-
uldbe “directnegotiations wit-
hout any preconditions”. But
almost immediately, senior
Kremlin aide Yuri Ushakov
told reporters the talks must
take into account both an
abandoned 2022 draft peace de-
al and the current situation on
the ground. This language is
shorthand for Kyivagreeingto
permanent neutrality in re-
turn for a security guarantee
and accepting that Russia
controls swathes of Ukraine.

Putin also dismissed what
he said was an attempt to lay
down “ultimatums” in the form
of Western European and Uk-
rainian demandsfor a ceasefire
starting on Monday. REUTERS



Rajnath inaugurates BrahMos
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(L) Datence Minister Rajnath Singh virtually attends the inauguration of BrahMos Aerospace Integration and Tasting Facility, in New Delhi
on Sunday. (R) Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogl Adityanath with Deputy Chief Ministers Keshav Prasad Maurya and Brajesh Pathak
during the inauguration of BrahMos Aerospace Integration and Testing Facility, in Lucknow on Sunday. .
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LUCKNOW, May 11 (FTT)

DEFENCE Minister Rajnath
Singh on Sunday virually inan-
purated the BrahMos Aeraspace
Integration and Testing Facility

ut the Uhiar Pradesh Delence
Industrial Corridor here,

The Rs 300 crore facility isa
key part of the Utar Pradesh
Defence Induserial Corridor and
represents India’s commitment

to sel f-reliant defence munufoe-
turing, the Ministry o
Defence said.

“It includes not only missile
production but also testing, inte-
gration, and a matedals com-

plex for aerospace-grade com-
ponents. A major leap toward
#AtmanirbharBharat and a
strategic boost toegional indus-
trial growth," the Ministry of
Defence said on X

oduction unit

Ask Pakistanis about strength
of BrahMos missile: CM Yogi

LUCKNCW, May 11.(FTT)

UTTAR Pradesh ChiefMinister
Yogi Adityanath onSunduy said
a glimpse of the valour of the
BruhMos missile was seen dur-
ing Operation Sindoor and if
that was not enough, one
should ask Paldstanis about i
He also said the time has
come Lo deal g crushing blow
to terrorism and o aclieve it
the entire country has to unine
under Prime Minister Narendra
Maodi’s leadership,
Speaking at Lthe inauguration
ceremony of the BruhMos
Aerospace Integration and
Testing Facility here, Adityanath
saidd, “What is the Brah Mos mis-
sile? You have seen a glimpse

of the valour of the BrahMos
missile during Operation
Sindoor And if theglimpse was
not visible, thenask Pukistanis
about  the strength  of
the missile.”

“Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has declared thatany inci-
dent of terror will be consid-
ered a war. And until we com-
pletely erush terrorism, there
will be noso lu tion Lo this prob-
lem. The time has come 1o
crush it and for this, entire
Indlia, in onevoice, hastounite
under Modi's. leadership,”
he added.

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BIP] leader said terrorismisa
“dog’s tail” that can never
be straightened.




India’s eye in the sky
get big boost wit
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NEW DELHI, May 11 (IANS)

INDIA'S bor rveillance
capabilities and nationalsecu-
rity are poised to get a game-
changingboostwith thelaunch
oftheall-weatherIndian Space
Research Organisation’s RISAT-
1B radar imaging satellite, also
known as EOS-09, from the
Sriharikota space centreon May
18.

The RISAT-1B satellite is
equipped with a State-of-the-
art C-band synthetic aperture
radar, which will enable it to
capture high-resolution images
of the Earth’s surface under
adverse weather conditions
such as rain, fog, clouds, or at
night. This isquite unlike opti-
cal camerasatellites thatstrug-
gle to record images when the
weather turns bad or darkness
sets in at night.

ng satellite

According to experts, com-
ing just days after Operation
Sindoor, RISAT-1B’s launch
assumes great significance as
it will give the defence forces a
vitaledge in monitoring India’s
sensitive  borders along
Pakistan and China, as well as
for safeguarding the country’s
vast coastlines.

RISAT-1B’sradar technology
is particularly crucial for
defence purposes. It can track
enemy movements, detectinfil-
trations, and support anti-ter-
rorism operations, providing
continuous, reliable intelli-
gence.

RISAT-1B can play a key
rolein anti-terroristoperations
as it can more accurately
pick up suspicious movements
on the ground as terrorists
try to infiltrate across the
border.






